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From the “Afterglow”

An Autumn Song

Ciro Pinsuti
(1829-1888)



Ciro Ercole Pinsuti, il cavaliere, (1829-1888) was born in Sinalunga, Siena, Italy,
and grounded in music and piano studies by his father. His public debut was at age
ten and at eleven he was made honorary member of the Accademia Filharmonica.
He then studied piano, composition and violin in England for five years.
Returning to Italy, he entered the Conservatorio at Bologna and was a private pupil
of Rossini. He moved back to England in 1848 and became a teacher of singing.
In 1856 he was appointed a professor at the Academy of Music in London. He
became well known as a composer with three operas, but was especially
recognized for composing over 230 songs, 35 duets, 14 trios and 45 part-songs
which were great favorites with the singing societies of England. In 1878, King
Humbert created him a knight of the Italian crown. He died in Florence.



O sad sweet voice of the golden Fall,

Thou bearest a message from heaven to all,
And the spirits of purity, health, and love,
Seem wafted with thee from a source above!

From the trees of my grove with a musical sway,
They swirl all the dank dead leaves aways;

So sin and its sorrow in psalms depart,

’Mid the breathings of grace from a penitent’s heart!

It seemed so cruel to strip and to strew

Those pomps in their saffron and scarlet hue,

But we know how their festering blight would cling
And poison the blessing of summer and spring!

"Tis thus that our merciful Father destroys

The gloss and the glare of corrupting joys,
And strips from the heart all glittering things
Which would fetter to earth her aspiring wings!

from the “Afterglow” (1867)
George Spencer Cautley (1807-1880)
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* From this point the Tenor should be very prominent, and where there are not sufficient Tenors, the Altos should sing unison with the Tenors, the Sopranos
dividing the parts above. The other parts should be sung pianissimo, except when marked otherwise.
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Novello, Ewer, and Co.
(1869-1885)
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