The King

A Secular Carol
Traditional Folk Song Arranged by: Chris Dell
Allegro Moderato
“0bba
Soprano  |fes? b = - - -
Y
o
H 1.
YD hHh o
)
9 Il[’ I‘l" ] L] L} L] L}
Tenor [(ey>b
) o @
o | I Pﬁ
Bass ) Ll,,"b b - r 1. | |
- [
1.Joy - health love and peace be all here in - this -
5
— ) |
4 Dh Q
S ‘ *
H |
P’ A %
A (s P b L 4 -
S *
H 1
P AN/ - X > -
T |Aey>> % %
( 1 %%
D} )
Y @ P i f \’ [)) o ¢ i
B [EFp2p S = ] 3 —
I VD ks 4 J—
place, By your leave - we will  sing con cern ing__ our -

Note: Harmonies are deliberately 'Rustic' in places! CD
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This folk song is about a celebration on 26 December in Ireland and other countries. Wren day also
known as Wren's Day, Day of the Wren, or Hunt the Wren Day (Irish: La an Dreoilin) is celebrated on
26 December, St. Stephen's Day and may be Viking in origin. The tradition consists of "hunting" a fake
wren, and putting it on top of a decorated pole. Then the crowds of mummers or strawboys celebrate
the wren (also pronounced as the wran) by dressing up in masks, straw suits and colourful motley
clothing and, accompanied by traditional céili music bands, parade through the towns and villages
asking for donations along the way. These crowds are sometimes called wrenboys. The original song
became popular when recorded by Steelye Span on their 1971 Album 'Please to see the King' and this
is my choral arrangement of the tune. Chris



