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John Sheppard
(English; c.1515-1558)
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Source: FEarly English Church Music 18, ed. Nicholas Sandon. Notation here is at the
original pitch with note values halved. Translation, musica ficta and text underlay by
John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers.
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the only—begotten son of God.
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of one substance
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Who for us
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under Pontius Pilate
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And he shall come again with glory,4 to
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The original part names are Treble, Mean, Counter-tenor 1 and 2, Tenor, Bass. Time signatures
here approximate the original, but we are not able to approximate the Tenor (B1 here) signa-
ture at bar 160: C and a backward C, each with a dot in the center, meaning major (triple)
prolation within imperfect (duple) time, sort of. The result is that each major beat takes
three-fourths of one of our bars. At bar 190 their signature, circle with a dot, would mean
9/4 here, with bars half a bar longer than the other parts’' bars. The closest we can come is 6/4.




