Deus tuorum militum

attrib. John Sheppard (c.1515-1558)
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O God, the allotted crown

and the prize of your soldiers.

We sing the praises of your martyr;
Absolve us from the chains of sin.

He considered the joys

and temptations of the world
to be empty,

thus came to heaven.

Bravely he ran the way of torture

and suffered courageously,

and, pouring out his/her blood for you,
possesses eternal gifts.

Thus we beseech you in suppliant prayers,
O most loving one,

That, on your martyr’s day of triumph,
You should forgive your servant’s sins.

To thee, Christ, most merciful king

and to the Father be glory,
with the Holy Spirit,
world without end.
Source
Plainsong: Hymnorum cum notis opusculum secundum usum insignis ecclesie Sarisburiensis (Antwerp, 1525)

Polyphony: Tudor Church Music vol. V1, pp.264-6.

Liturgical Function
Hymn at Lauds in the Common of Martyrs outside Paschal Time.




