Stélla caéli exstirpavit The star of heaven, she who

Quae lactavit Déminum suckled the Lord, has uprooted
Mértis péstem quam plantavit the scourge of death which the
Primus parens héminum. first parent of mankind planted.
Ipsa stélla nunc dignétur That very star is now worthy
Sidera compéscere, to encompass the world,

Qudérum bélla plébem caédunt whose wars cut down the people
Dirae mortis ulcere. with the sore of dreaded death.
0 gloriésa stélla maris 0 glorious star of the sea,

A péste succure ndbis: save us from the scourge:

Audi nos, nam te filius Hear us, for the son,

Nihil négans honérat. denying nothing, honors you.
Salva nos, Jésu! Save us, Jesus!

Pro quibus virgo mater te érat. For us, the virgin mother entreats you.

Stella caeli
Walter Lambe
(English; c.1450-1504)
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Source: The Fton Choirbook III, ed. Frank Ll. Harrison, 1961. Notation here is at the
original pitch with time values halved, and many notes traded between parts to facili—
tate SATB performance. Text in italics is red in the original and intended for soloists
or a small group. Translation, text underlay and musica ficta by John Hetland and
the Renaissance Street Singers. 27 Aug 2013
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O glorious star of the sea,
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With an overall range of only a fifteenth, this piece is a challenge for SATB performance.
To make it easier, we have made numerous exchanges of notes to raise the soprano's low range
from A to D and the alto's low from E to G (except for the inevitable F in bar 40) and lower
the bass's high from F to D. Naturally this has interfered with the polyphony somewhat,
leaving parts occasionally imitating themselves and making some melodic lines less interesting.

Exchanges are (bar.quarter): T/B 4.5-6.1; S/A 8; S/A 11-12.2; A/T 41.5-46; S/A 47.2—-4; S/A 49.1-2;
A/T 62-65; T/B 75.4-78; S/A 99.1-100.3; S/A/T 100.4-101.2; A/T 102.4-103; A/T 144.2—145.



