O Magnum misterium - Beata virgo

William Byrd (c.1540-1623)
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O great mystery and wonderful sacrament, that beasts should see the birth of our Lord, lying in a manger.
O blessed virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear Christ our Lord.
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Source: William Byrd: Gradualia, seu cantionum sacrarum... Liber secundus (1st edition 1607, 2nd edition 1610), nos. 8-9.
Liturgical function: 4th Responsory, Matins, Christmas Day.

1.8, 10, 15: O admirabile
IV.46 by, added to ks
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