
Sancta Maria succerre miseris

THOMAS CRECQUILLON

This piece for four voices is the final item in the second book of Girolamo Scotto's collection Motetti del Laberinto. In

the Cantus partbook, it bears the rubric Canon. Si ascendero in coelum tu illis es. Si descendero in infernum ad es ("If I

ascend to heaven, you are there. If I descend to hell, you are there" - Ps 139, v.8). The opening four notes are shown,

transposed down a twelfth, in the bass clef. The interpretation of this is that the piece can be sung either with the Cantus

part as written, or with the part transposed down a twelfth – both alternatives are written out here.

Either the Cantus or the Bass II part should be sung, not both.

Source:
Motetti del Laberinto a quatro voci, libro secondo (Girolamo Scotto, Venice, 1554)

Transposed up a minor 3rd. Note values halved.

Translation:

Holy Mary, give succour to the poor, aid the faint-hearted, restore the tearful.

Pray for the people, intervene for the priesthood, intercede for the faithful feminine sex.

May all feel your help, whosoever keep your commemoration.
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