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Editorial notes

Source: Octo Missae quaternis, quinis, octonis, novenisq; vocibus concinendae. - Romae, Apud Jacobum Phaeum Andreae Filij. 1663.

Originally notated a tone lower in the following clefs: C1, C3, C4, F4, F4.
Note-values halved.
Cautionary accidentals, text and figures in square brackets are editorial.
Full slurs are from the original print.
This edition does not include Foggia’s setting of the Credo.
Chant for the Gloria has been provided by the editor.

The mass’s title in the print, Missa Brevis, detta Corrente (Missa Brevis, called Corant), refers to the family of triple-metre dances
from the late Renaissance and Baroque eras, the courante, corrente, coranto and corant. 

The organ part is not essential for this setting, written as it is, in stile antico. A cappella performance of works composed in the
“Old style” (adhering to prima pratica principles of 16th-century counterpoint) was still considered ideal and should be
encouraged. Nevertheless, the realization (predominantly a reductio partiturae) has been made to encourage and facilitate
performance by choirs of all abilities. Its use may even be desirable, particularly if sung by soloists or a small chamber choir.
Foggia’s modernized late 16th-century version of Old Roman style, with its strong rhythms and frequent triple-time sections
(a style trademark), seems even more characterful with the addition of the organ part.

Simon Biazeck
London, January, 2018
(rev. Rochester, May 2019)
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