
Beati mundo corde
Motet for mixed choir (SATB) a capella

This piece was written for the "Schola Cantorum of Most Precious Blood of Jesus Parish"
(Pittsburgh, USA) for All Saints' Day 2023. I am grateful to the Schola Cantorum for
commissioning this motet. and to its director John Rokosz for his valuable comments on
the first drafts of the motet.

The text has been taken from the communion piece for All Saints' Day in the "Graduale
Triplex" (Solesmes, 1979). As is usual for communion pieces, the number of psalm verses
sung alternatingly with the antiphon can be adjusted to the duration of the communion. If
there is little time, only the second verse should be sung; if there is more time, both verses
should be sung. Here is an English translation of the text on basis of the Douay-Rheims
Bible (1899):

Antiphon
Blessed are the clean of heart: for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’ sake:

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Verse I
When the Lord brought back the captivity of Sion, we became like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with gladness; and our tongue with joy.
Then they said among the Gentiles: The Lord hath done great things for them. 

Verse II
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
Going they went and wept, carrying precious seed.
But coming they shall come with joyfulness, bringing their sheaves.

The verses from the Old Testament are set in an old "Falsobordone" style, which means
that much of the text is recited on a single note. The modern way of singing falsobordone
is to follow the rhythm of the text and to sing it not too slow. The approximate tempo
suggestions are for this singing style, but if the choir is used to a different way of singing
falsobordone, this can also be applied, of course.

The first part of the antiphon from the New Testament is set in a newer "romantic" style.
For this section a romantic singing style might be appropriate, with imprecise rhythm, a
whimsical fermata on "Dei", and maybe even some portamenti (if the choir is ready to use
them). When the climax at "regnum caelorum" is reached, the passionate style makes way
for Renaissance counterpoint (starting in the alto), which should be sung accordingly.

August 2023, Christoph Dalitz

This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany 
License (CC BY-SA), which explicitly permits copying, distribution and performance of 
this music free of charge.
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Beati mundo corde
Motet for mixed choir (SATB) a capella

Text: Mt 5,8-10; Ps 126,1-2,5-6
Music: Christoph Dalitz (2023)
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Verse I (optional, see preface)
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Verse II (obligatory)
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