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Walter Cecil Macfarren (1826—-1905) was in London, the younger brother of one of the leading Victorian composers, George
Alexander Macfarren. He was a chorister at Westminster Abbey and sang at Queen Victoria’s coronation. He had thoughts of
becoming an artist, taking lessons in painting, but entered the Royal Academy of Music, studying the pianoforte and
composition. He became a sub-professor of the pianoforte and was on the staff of the Royal Academy fifty-seven years.
Macfarren was musical critic for the ‘Queen’ newspaper from 1862 until his death. He was chiefly concerned with teaching the
piano and had some distinction as a conductor. He suffered from weak eyesight, but did not become totally blind, as did his
brother. He composed many small pianoforte pieces and choral works, including two church services and many part-songs. He
wrote no large-scale choral or dramatic works and wrote only a limited amount of orchestral music.

Up the airy mountain,
Down the rushy glen, [1]
We daren’t go a-hunting
For fear of little men;
Wee folk, good folk,
Trooping all together;
Green jacket, red cap,
And white owl’s feather! [2]

Down along the rocky shore
Some make their home,

They live on crispy pancakes
Of yellow tide-foam;

Some in the reeds
Of the black mountain lake,

With frogs for their watch-dogs,
All night awake.

By the craggy hill-side,
Through the mosses bare,

They have planted thorn-trees
For pleasure here and there.

If any man so daring
As dig them up in spite,

He shall find the thornies set [3]
In his bed at night.

William Allingham (1824-1889)

Differences in the poem between the Novello score and “The Oxford
Book of English Verse: 1250-1900 (1919):

1.

Oxford edition: “rushy”
Novello score: “rocky”

2.

Oxford edition: “white owl’s
Novello score: “grey-cock’s”

3.

Novello score: “He shall find the thornies set”
Oxford edition: “He shall find their sharpest thorns”
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Novello, Ewer and Co.
(1860-1885)



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain
literature. Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and
publishing new compositions and arrangements. These editions have been created using public domain sources under
U. S. copyright law. Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:

please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.

please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
www.shorchor.net

SHOR.CHOR



