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Franz Schubert’s mass in G major no. 2 is one of three shorter masses, composed between the first
and the fifth mass. The piece was composed, according to a written note in the composer’s
autograph score, between the 2™ and the 7" of march 1815. At that time Schubert was only 18 years
old. The piece was originally written only for voices, strings and organ continuo. After Schuberts
death his brother Ferdinand added woodwinds to the score. The first printed edition came in 1844,
but then attributed to a false name.

In the 1980s a set of autograph parts for the composition were discovered at the austrian town
Klosterneuburg (located to the northeast of Vienna), which are dated later than the original score
from 1815. These parts clearly shows that Schubert made some changes in the composition, and that
he also added trumpets and timpani.

Critical observations

The hyphenation of the Latin words should follow the roman catholic handbook ”Graduale Triplex”
(1979), an excerpt from the complete catholic church Latin handbook ”Graduale Romanum”
(1974).

I. Kyrie
o Soprano solo, measure 46, 1* beat: should be 1/2, followed by 1/4 rest
(Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5)
o Tenore, measure 50 — 52: should be the phrase “e-lei-son” (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5),
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Probably corrupted as early as in ref. 1, compared with Schubert’s original score.

o Basso, measure 77, 2™ beat — 78, 3" beat: all notes transposed 8vato g
(Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, ref. 5 gives both pitches, depending on which sources used),
analogous to measure 75 - 76

o Basso, measure 93: should be 1/2 + 1/4 with the lyrics ”’le — i” (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4
only)

II. Gloria

o Time signature should be common time (4/4), not alla breve (2/2) (Klosterneuburg, ref.
4,5)

o Tenore, measure 6, 1* beat: should be d' (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5), not f#'

o Baritono solo, measure 44, 3" beat — measure 46: the phrase “mi-se-re-re”
(Klosterneuburg, ref. 4 only, see below, ref. 5: tacet!)

41 Psolo £ 4 ) 4 45 46
Yi—= oip 2 F ,* m—ﬁ%':vtr:hﬂ o —¥
BarS. J U | | | | | P NI | | [ [ I | | | 8 ¢ -
bl | | | ! ! ! [ [ | I I ! ! I I v
I ' T
Fi li-us Pa-tris, qui tol-lis pec-ca-ta mun-di  mi-se - re e,

o Baritone solo, measure 50, 3" beat — measure 51: the phrase “mi-se-re-re”
(Klosterneuburg, ref. 4 only, see example below, ref. 5: tacet!)
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All voices, measure 78 — 81: Some sources (ex. ref. 2, 3) instead give the lyrics Je-su,
Je-su Chri-ste cum San-cto”, probably a later attempt to adapt the lyrics to the
ordinarium missae instead of using Schubert’s original lyrics (confirmed by the
Klosterneuburg discovery). This passage cannot be found in ref. 1. Also, see ref. 1, 4, 5
Tenore, measure 83 — 84: Ref. 1 gives the pitch d for all notes. Ref. 2 expresses the
opinion that, for harmonical reasons, the sequence must be correctedtod—h—a—g— f#
This opinion has been universally prevailing for most of the later editions. But the
Klosterneuburg discovery clearly shows that the composer kept the original pitch (d)

III.Credo

@)

Tenore, measure 19: 1/2 + 1/2 (d"), should be 1/2 dotted + 1/4 (d") (Klosterneuburg, ref.
4, 5 and some modern editions, ref. 3, 7)

Soprano, alto, measure 28 3™ — 4™ beat: Some sources (ex. ref. 2, 3) give the phrase et
ex”, probably a later attempt to adapt the lyrics to the ordinarium missae instead of using
Schubert’s original lyrics (confirmed by the Klosterneuburg discovery).

Alto, measure 47: 1/2 + 1/4 (g'— fg') + 1/4 (fg") ”fa —a— cta”, should be 1/2 + 1/2 (g' +
f#', Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5 and ref. 3), "fa-cta”

All voices, measure 127: in older editions indicated as 1/2 + 1/4 dotted + 1/8, should be
1/2 + 1/4 + 1/4 (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5)

Alto, measure 180: 1/2 dotted + 1/4 ( f4' ) ”sae — cu —” should be 1/2 + 1/4 (g' - fg') +
1/4 (f8") ”sae — e — cu” (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5), analogous to measure 176

Tenore, measure 186: ref. 1 indicates (from the composer’s autograph) the first note with
the pitch f. Ref. 2 expresses the opinion that this was erroneously written by the

composer and changes the pitch to a. The Klosterneuburg discovery, however, shows
that the pitch really should be f%.

IV. Sanctus

@)

The tempo should be” Adagio maestoso”, which is clearly indicated in all autographs.
Probably a slip of the pen in ref. 1, then propagated to later editions.

The word "Hosanna” is a “Latinized” version of the Hebrew word Hoshianna (’Save,
rescue, savior!", Ps. 118:25). Due to the fact that the letter H was almost completely lost
in classical Latin during the end of the classical period, the word is often witten as
“Osanna” in sacred Latin lyrics. The letter H is silent in the italian/ecclesiastical Latin
pronouciation, with some rare exceptions.

V. Benedictus

o

Soprano solo, measure 6: the syllable ”"Do-"" (in ”"Do-mi-ni”’) should be indicated with
regular notes, not grace notes, analogous to tenore solo, measure 22 and baritono solo,
measure 38. Probably a misinterpretation in ref. 1, which has then been propagated into
later editions.

Soprano solo, measure 10: the syllable ”-nit” (in ”ve-nit”) should be 1/16 dotted + 1/32
(Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5)

Soprano solo, measure 46 — 47: ’the phrase ” in no-mi-ne Do-mi-ni” as found in other
sources, should be ”qui ve-nit in no-mi-ne” (Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5)

VI. Agnus Dei

o

Soprano solo, measure 10, 1* beat: Probably a misunderstanding in ref. 1, should be 1/8
+ 1/8 f#' preceded by a grace note 1/16 g' (analogous to measure 7, 4™ beat)

Baritono solo, measure 24, 1% beat: Probably a misunderstanding in ref. 1, should be 1/8
+ 1/8 c# preceded by a grace note 1/16 d (analogous to measure 21, 4™ beat)

Basso, measure 40, 3™ — 4" beat: Ref. 1 indicates all notes (1/8, 1/16, 1/8, 1/8) with the
pitch G. Ref. 2 Ref. 2 expresses the opinion that this was erroneously written by the
composer and changes the pitch to the sequence G — G — G — C. The Klosterneuburg
discovery shows that Schubert himself has already corrected this, and even transposed
the pitch 8va (g —g—g—c¢' Klosterneuburg, ref. 4, 5), analogous to basso, measure 26
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1. Gloria

Missano. 2in G (D 167)

Franz Schubert (1797 - 1828)

Coro e soli

(1815)

Allegro maestoso
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V. Benedictus
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VI. Agnus Dei
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