Plainsong Mass for a Mean

John Sheppard (d.1558)

Edited by Jason Smart
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Editorial Conventions

The nomenclature of the voice-parts follows the Tudor convention.

The original clef, staff signature, mensuration symbol and first note of each part are shown on the prefatory staves.

Although the mensuration symbol ® appears twice during the work, this cannot be interpreted literally. If there is
a regular mensuration it is ¢, but the music betrays no regular pulse and it appears that Sheppard envisaged an
entirely fluid rhythm in all voices. Consequently this edition presents the music without barlines.

Accidentals are valid for the whole staff system in which they appear unless cancelled. Editorial accidentals are
placed above the notes concerned. Accidentals with superscript dots are neither present individually in the
source nor strictly editorial, but indicate that an accidental earlier in the system is deemed to have lapsed.

Ligatures are denoted by the sign 1.

Spelling of the text has been modernised.

Sources

Polyphony  London, British Library, Add. MSS 17802-5 (c.1572-8).
17802 (Ct) f.88Y at beginning:  playnsong masse for a Mene m" sheperde

at end: sheperde
17803 (M) f.85 at beginning:  playnsong masse for a Mene m" sheperde
at end: master Jhon sheperde

17804 (T) f.88Y at beginning:  playnsong masse for a Mene m" sheperde
at end: m" Jhon sheperde

17805 (B) f.82 at beginning:  playnsong masse for a Mene m" sheperd
at end: m' sheperde

Plainsong:  Graduale ad verum et integram preclare ecclesie Sarum vulgo vocitat clerus (Paris: Nicholas
Provost for Franz Birckman, 1528):

Kyrie: .52 of the Commune Sanctorum.
Gloria: .54V of the Commune Sanctorum.
Credo: .5 of the Temporale.

Sanctus: .59V of the Commune Sanctorum.

Agnus Dei:  f.61V of the Commune Sanctorum.
Notes on the Readings of the Sources

In the Credo the allocation of the words Patrem omnipotentem to the rulers is editorial. This practice has no
liturgical authority, but is implicit in some fifteenth-century Credos and in Ludford’s Lady Masses (in the latter
case through the omission of the phrase from both the three-part polyphony and the organist’s partbook). Most
Tudor Credos omit some of the text towards the end. In the present mass, in order to keep the polyphony and
plainsong alternating clause by clause, it appears that the plainsong for Et in Spriritum ... per prophetas is not
required.

In the notes below, each reference to a bar or group of bars is separated by an oblique stroke. Within these
references multiple readings in the same voice are separated by commas and readings in different voices by
semicolons. The order within each entry is: 1) system number; 2) voice; 3) reading of the source. Pitches are in
capital letters, preceded by a number where necessary, e.g. 3B = third note B in the staff system. Note values are
abbreviated in italics, e.g. dot-cr = dotted crotchet.

Staff Signatures and Accidentals

Kyrie
4T hfor3B /5T b for B at beginning /

Gloria
1T b for B at beginning / 10 B & for E /

Credo

1 M movement starts on new line in source with staff signature b for upper B only, new line with staff signature
bs for upper and lower B begins with mA / 3 M # for dot-crF; Ct b for B at beginning / 5 M # for 2F (new line in
source begins with 2F) / 9 T b for 1B / 10 B new line in source starts with E, 4 before E and at end of previous line /



Sanctus
3BhforE/7B4forlE/

Agnus Dei
4BhforlE/5BbforE/

Underlay and Ligatures

Kyrie
1T -ri- below 1B/ 2 T -lei- below !G / 3 Ct T B Christe undivided below first four notes /

Gloria
3 B -mus ambiguously aligned below 2E3D /

Credo

Sanctus
2 M terra undivided below EFED / 5 Ct -nit ambiguously aligned below 3C2D (but mC mC were probably sung as
sbC for which there was no notation) /

Agnus Dei
2-3 Ct -i qui tol- all one note later / 3 M -ta ambiguously aligned below 2B2A, mundi undivided below DG /

Other Readings

Kyrie
4 T 2D3C omitted /

Gloria
3 T superfluous cr-rest after 3D /

Credo
3-4 B DDED at Deum verum are BBCB with b for C / 4 Ct last note is C (not B) / 8 Ct A is dot-cr / 9 M
mensuration symbol @ at beginning; T b for B at beginning /

Sanctus

Agnus Dei
3CtiFism/



