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EDITORS NOTE 
At the time this anthem was written, some sources suggest that there were no altos in  

Handel’s choir at Cannons. It may therefore have originally been intended for STTB. How-
ever, it has always been published as SATB, but the tessitura of the Alto part is impractica-
bly low in places. Musical Directors may feel it necessary to reallocate some short sections 

to other voices. As in much Handel of this period, the allocation of arias to voices is not 
universally agreed. This edition accords with modern performance practice. 
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