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Walter Cecil Macfarren (1826–1905) was in London, 
the  younger  brother  of  one  of  the  leading  Victorian 
composers,  George  Alexander  Macfarren.   He  was  a 
chorister  at  Westminster  Abbey  and  sang  at  Queen 
Victoria’s coronation.  He had thoughts of becoming an 
artist, taking lessons in painting, but entered the Royal 
Academy  of  Music,  studying  the  pianoforte  and 
composition.   He  became  a  sub-professor  of  the 
pianoforte and was on the staff of the Royal Academy 
fifty-seven years.  Macfarren was musical critic for the 
‘Queen’ newspaper from 1862 until his death.  He was 
chiefly  concerned  with  teaching  the  piano  and  had 
some  distinction  as  a  conductor.   He  suffered  from 
weak eyesight, but did not become totally blind, as did 
his  brother.   He  composed  many  small  pianoforte 
pieces and choral works, including two church services 
and many part-songs. He wrote no large-scale choral or 
dramatic  works  and  wrote  only  a  limited  amount  of 
orchestral music.

O gentle, gentle summer rain, 
        Let not the silver lily pine, 
    The drooping lily pine in vain 
        To feel that dewy touch of thine,— 
    To drink thy freshness once again, 
    O gentle, gentle summer rain!

    In heat the landscape quivering lies; 
        The cattle pant beneath the tree; 
    Through parching air and purple skies 
        The earth looks up, in vain, for thee; 
    For thee—for thee, it looks in vain, 
    O gentle, gentle summer rain.

    Come thou, and brim the meadow streams, 
        And soften all the hills with mist, 
    O falling dew! from burning dreams 
        By thee shall herb and flower be kissed, 
    And Earth shall bless thee yet again, 
    O gentle, gentle summer rain.

William Cox Bennett 1(820-1895)


