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Mary, Mother of our Saviour

O Maria salvatoris Mater, 

fragrans flos pudoris, 

Superans nascencia. 

  

Parit illa mater fructum 

Qui iam nostrum tulit luctum 

Cunctaque peccamina. 

  

Parit Christum virgo manens; 

Quisnam negat? Numquid parens 

Virga Aaron legitur 

  

Frondes, flores produxisse? 

Deum ita potuisse 

 Filium asseritur. 

  

Ex hac matre sic intacta 

Gignit eum quo est facta 

Cunctaque vivencia. 

  

Illam ergo recolamus, 

Cuius fructum sic amamus; 

Colant et celestia. 

  

Quisnam vivit hoc in mundo, 

Cum sit captus iniucundo 

Morbo vel tristicia, 

  

Quin sic oret istam matrem, 

Intercedat ut ad patrem 

In celesti patria? 

  

Extat mater tum parata 

Nos iuvare. En! quam grata 

Adest semper Maria. 

  

Et rogamus Frideswidam, 

Magdalenam, Katerinam 

Doctam philosophia; 

  

Theologia disputans 

Gentes cunctas super extans 

 Hec cum sit Katerina. 

  

His iam sanctis iubilemus, 

Voce, corde decantemus 

Nostra hac melodia. 

O MariaMary, mother of our saviour, 

fragrant flower of chastity, 

who surpasses everything that is born. 

  

This mother’s womb bears forth a fruit 

who now has taken away all our sorrow 

and all our sins. 

  

She bears the Christ while yet a virgin; 

who can deny it? Do we not read 

that her ancestor Aaron brought 

  

forth leaves and flowers on his staff? 

The same may be claimed 

for God and his son. 

  

From this mother equally untouched 

he begot him by whom she herself was 

made and all that lives. 

  

And so let us celebrate her feast, 

whose offspring is so beloved to us; 

let the heavens also do her honour. 

  

For who is there living in this world 

who, when overtaken by an unpleasant 

illness or sorrow, 

  

does not thus implore that mother 

to intercede with the Father 

in their heavenly home 

  

We have a mother so ready to give 

her aid. Behold! how graciously 

Mary ever attends to us. 

  

We also pray to Frideswide, 

to Magdalen and Catharine, 

most learned in philosophy; 

  

for in theological debate 

this Catharine stands out 

above all the masters. 

  

Let us now rejoice with these saints, 

and let us sing with heart and voice 

in this our melody. 

O Maria Salvatoris Mater
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