Ode to Emily

By Caroline Lesemann-Elliott

Dedicated to the
lovers of Emily Dickinson's

poetry



1. In This Short Life

That only lasts an hour
How much — how hittle — 1s
Within our power

2. Look back on time with kindly eyes
He doubtlessly did his best;

How softly sinks his trembling arm

In human nature's West!

This work was inspired by the sense of expansiveness in the
succinct simplicity of Dickinson's short poems.

While they may not last long, the impact their words provide
leaves our brains reverberating for a great deal of time,
creating countless tendrils of idea spinning out from
one small source of thought.

Conductor's notes

- Semiquavers should be sung as smoothly as possible,
in a manner similar to a very controlled vibrato

-Each line should be sung through bar lines, so semiquavers
overlap, creating continuity

-Demisemiquavers should be as light as possible
-Glissandi should be as long held as possible

-Accents should be short and punctuated
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